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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method of testing a Itaad to be used in a sealed disk drive, comprising directing 
a flow of a gas across the head whijg subjecting the head to el^ri£aLtestin& 



2. The method of claim 1 wherein the gas comprises helium. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising causing the gas to flow between the 
head and a disk that is being used in the electrical testing. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising causing the gas to flow out of a 
manifold. 




5. The method of claim 1 further comprising causing the gas to flow at a flow rate of 
from about 40 to 60 ft 3 /hr. 



6. The method of claim 1 furtmer comprising causing the gas to flow across the head 
for a predetermined time substantially etaual to the time required for dynamic electrical 



testing. 



Lo 7. The method of claim 4 wherein the manifold comprises an exit through which the 

12 gas flows, and the method further comprises positioning the exit from about 0.005 to 0.010 

inch above the surface of a disk that is being used in the electrical testing. 



8. The method of claim 1 wherein the head and equipment used for electrical testing 



Ca Staj ^' ^ e met h°d °f claim 1 wEere 

are exp ose d to the ambient atmosphe% 



9. The method of claim 1 wherein the electrical testing comprises dynamic electrical 

testing. 

10. The method of clain^S wherein the head is surrounded by a shroud. 



/i \J A 10. The method of clainNSwhei 
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is 
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1 1 . A device for testin&a head to be used in a sealed disk drive to read/write data of 
a storage disk, the device comprising 

a manifold having at least\>ne opening for providing a flow of gas from a source of 

gas, 

the at least one opening bein^ positioned to direct the flow of gas to a surface of a 
storage disk positioned adjacent to thl head. 

12. The device of claim 1 1 wherein the head and manifold are mounted on a head 
gimbal assembly. 

13. The device of claim 1 1 wherein^aid manifold includes a plurality of apertures 
extending radially relative to the disk 

14. The device of claim 1 1 further comprising tubing constructed to deliver gas to the 



id 15. The device of claim 14 wherein said tubing comprises square tubing. 



16. The method of claim 6 wherein the predetermined time is less than 30 seconds. 

17. The method of claim 6 wherein the predetermined time is less than 15 seconds. 



18. A method of testing ^head to be used in a sealed disk drive, comprising directing 
a flow of helium from a manifold aofcpss the head, between the head and a disk, while 
subjecting the head to dynamic electrical testing. 

19. The method of claim 18 furthen^pmprising causing the gas to flow at a flow rate 
of from about 40 to 60 ft 3 /hr. 
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20. The method of clami 18 further comprising causing the gas to flow across the 
head for a predetermined time ^ibstantially equal to the time required for dynamic electrical 
testing. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 skwherein the manifold comprises an exit through which 
the gas flows, and the method furtheflcomprises positioning the exit from about 0.005 to 
0.010 inch above the surface of a diskwiat is being used in the electrical testing. 

22. The method of claim 4 or 18 ^herein the manifold comprises a two piece 
assembly. 

23. The method of claim 4 or 18 whe^in the manifold comprises an angled bore 
through ^ktoM 



24. The device of claim 1 1 wherein the manifold comprises a two piece assembly. 

25. The device of claim 1 1 wherein the manifold comprises an angled bore through 
which the gas flows. 
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